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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON. 0. C 20350

29 Aprii 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Subj: Federal Republic of Germany's Participation in the
NATO SEASPARROW Project Steering Committee - ACTION
MEMORANDUM

End: (1) Agreement to Provide for the Accession 6f the
Government of Germany to the Memdrandum of
Understanding for the International Development
of a NATO SEASPARROW Surface Missile System

(2) Proposed SECDEF Mernorandtm

On 6 June 1968, Deputy Secretary of Defense Nitze signed
on behalf of the United States a "Memorandum of Understnc1ing
for International Development of the NATO SEASPARROW Surface
Missile System (NSSMS);" the other signatory governments
were Denmark, Italy and Norway. Subsequently, Deputy
Secretary of Defense Packard signed Accession Agreements on
behalf of the United States on 17 April 1970 and 25 June 1971
which admitted the governments of The Netherlands and Belgium
respectively to the NATO SEASPARROW Project.

The Federal Republic of Germany has stated its desire to
join the cooperative NATO SEASPARROW project. As a preliminary
step in the formal accession, each of the participating govern-
inents has been requestéd to approve, in principle, the
accession of the FRG and the proposed agreement forwarded as
enclosure (1). Subsequent to approval in principle by all the
member nations a formal signing of the agreement will be
requested.

If approval in principle can be obtained from all member
nations by 1 May 1976, it would be possible to combine the
German procurement with forthcoming American and Dutch buys.
Because of the increased quantity, this would result in
economies for all three nations. The U.S. savings are estimated
at about $1.OM.
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I recommend your approval in principle of the accession
of the Federal Republic of Germany and the proposed agreement.
It is requested that you sign enclosure (2) indicating your
approval.
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J. William Middendor II
Secretary o the Navy
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